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How is Diwali Celebrated in India?
Diwali, also known as Deepavali, is one of the most prominent Hindu festivals celebrated across the globe. This festival holds immense significance for Hindus as it marks the triumph of light over darkness and good over evil. The festival is observed for five days, with each day having its own religious and cultural significance.
The word "Diwali" is derived from the Sanskrit word "Deepavali," which means a row of lights. The festival typically falls during the months of October or November, depending on the Hindu Lunar calendar. The festivities commence with the cleaning and decorating of homes and surroundings, as it is believed to invite the blessings of Goddess Lakshmi, the Hindu goddess of wealth and prosperity.
Diwali 2023 festival easy essay pdf Download here
Preparations for Diwali begin weeks in advance, with families actively taking part in cleaning their homes, buying new clothes, and making festive arrangements. This period is seen as a time to renew and purify the mind and soul, symbolizing the victory of light and knowledge over ignorance and darkness.
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One of the main customs during Diwali is the lighting of oil lamps or candles, known as "diyas." These lamps are traditionally placed along the entrances of homes, temples, and public spaces, signifying the illumination of inner light and the dispelling of ignorance. The warm glow of the diyas not only adds to the festivity but also symbolizes the eradication of negativity and the triumph of positivity.
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An integral part of Diwali celebrations is the exchange of gifts and sweets among friends, family, and neighbors. This gesture represents goodwill, as it fosters harmony and strengthens bonds of love and unity. Bursting fireworks and firecrackers also form an essential aspect of the festival, adding to the joyous atmosphere and symbolizing the driving away of evil and negativity from our lives.
Religiously, Diwali celebrates various mythical legends, with each region having its own set of stories associated with the festival. For instance, in Northern India, Diwali commemorates the return of Lord Rama, his wife Sita, and his brother Lakshmana to Ayodhya after 14 years of exile. The people of Ayodhya welcomed them by lighting oil lamps, hence establishing the tradition of Diwali. In Southern India, Diwali is celebrated to honor Lord Krishna's victory over the demon Narakasura.



Apart from the religious aspect, Diwali is also a time for rejoicing and feasting. Elaborate meals and sweets are prepared, and families come together to share these festive treats. The variety of delicious delicacies reflects the diversity and joy of the festival.
My Favourite Festival Essay - Diwali
Interestingly, Diwali is not solely limited to Hindus, but its charm has spread across different religions and cultures, making it a celebrated festival worldwide. In many countries, including India, Nepal, Malaysia, Singapore, and Fiji, people from all walks of life come together to embrace the spirit of Diwali. The vibrant and extravagant celebrations further strengthen the cultural bond among various communities and promote unity in diversity.
In conclusion, Diwali is a festival that signifies the victory of light over darkness, knowledge over ignorance, and good over evil. It is a time of joy, togetherness, and reflection, where people celebrate the triumph of righteousness while cherishing their relationships. Through its customs and rituals, Diwali serves as a reminder of the importance of spreading love, positivity, and hope in a world that often seems dim.
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